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important market in the  event of   any   increase  in her export allotment under the
restriction scheme.

Tanned Skins: The evidence before us does not warrant the conclusion that the
preference has produced an appreciable effect on exports from India.

Jute Manufacture : Any advantage which has accrued from the preference on
jute manufactures has been in the nature oi insurance against loss of market rather
than a positive gain to the Indian manufacturer. The preference is of more value
in that it permits the Indian exporter to compete on equal terms with the British
manufacturer.

Teak: India has improved her position relatively and absolutely in the United
Kingdom market.

Woollen Carpets: We are agreed that India has secured a definite advantage
from the preference on woollen carpets.

Tobacco: (a) unmanufactured: We are impressed with the potential value
of this preference in view of the increasing production of cigarette tobacco in India.

(b) Manufactured: We are doubtful whether the preference on manufactured
tobacco has had any definite value for India.

Castor Seed: We are of opinion that this preference has been of value and has
enabled India to make a certain amount of headway at the expense of her competitors.

Pig Lead : The preference has been shared with other Empire countries and
Australia appears to have benefited to a greater extent than India.

% Castor Oil: While the Indian product has consolidated its position in the United
Kingdom market at the expense of foreign oil, countries other than the United
Kingdom have also increased their demand for Indian oil. We cannot, therefore,
say with any certainty that the preference has benefited the Indian exporter in
general.

Linseed Oil: No advantage has resulted from this preference.

Cocoanut oil : The preference has been of little benefit to India.

Ground-nut oil: A very definite advantage has resulted from the preference.
India's total exports have increased significantly in the past two years and the
United Kingdom market has been almost completely captured.

Rape seed and sesamum oils : The preferences in respect of these oils have little
value in themselves though, here again, as in the case of cocoanut oil, we recognise
their safeguarding value.

Coffee: The preference has not enabled India to do more than maintain her
position in the United Kingdom market.

^Coir: The very marked increase in respect of coir mats and mattings is clear
evidence of the beneficial effect of the preference,

Ground-nuts: Though the preference has enabled India to gain some advantage,
other Empire countries have gained to a greater extent.

Bandalwood oil: The preference has secured to India a greater share of the
United Kingdom market at a time when exports to foreign countries were
decreasing.

m   Granite setts:   The   preference   on granite setts has been of advantage  to   India
m so far as it has enabled a new line of trade to start.

m Magnesium chloride:   The evidence   so   far  available does not justify the conclu-
sion that the preference has yet been of benefit to India.

Cotton yarn, Cotton manufactures, magnesite, spices and wheat : The preference
on these commodities has not been of benefit up to now.

Raw cotton: We are agreed that, on the whole, Dr. Meek's Report contains
a fair statement of the advantage which has accrued to India from the undertaking
of His Majesty's Government under the Ottawa Agreement.

Supplementary agreement in respect of iron and steel: We are of opinion that
the assured off-take of pig-iron to the United Kingdom under the Supplementary
Agreement was of value to the Indian pig iron producer and we are equally
satisfied that the agreement in respect of sheet Tmr has been of some advantage.

Colonial preference: We are of opinion that the preferences granted by the self-
governing Colonies have had little effect on Indian trade.

We note that Ceylon has not given full effect to the preference agreed upon
at Ottawa. We recommend the cocoanut report and the resumption of negotia-
tions with Ceylon with a view to arriving at a definite decision in respect of our
trade relations with that Colony,